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and peculation, now direct and barefaced, now disguised
under the decent names of ' Bakhsheesh/ i.e. present, or
'Iltimas/ i.e. favour, have  been the  dry rot of the
Turkish fabric in its almost every joist and beam.    In
the military, and in the military service alone, they rarely
find place.    True, the minute overhauling of accounts,
regimental or other, which has wisely been established
in the Ottoman army, renders dishonest dealing less
facile there than elsewhere; but no control could long
be efficacious were it not sustained and verified by a
general spirit above unworthy doings, an honour dis-
dainful of profitable stain.     This spirit was that of
'Omar, of Aboo-Bikr, of Mahomet himself.   The ' proud
Moslem,' the ' bearded Turk that rarely deigns to speak/
and many similar phrases have become in a mariner
stereotyped from frequent use, and to a certain extent
they represent a truth.    ' No higher nobility than Islam/
says the three-foot character inscription over the main
entrance of our chief mosque at Fatimahpolis ; and it is
when enrolled in the ranks of the army that the Muslim
thoroughly feels himself a Muslim, and acts accordingly.
In the bureau and on the market-place his associations
are different, and so, but too often, are his dealings also.
But be he Turk or Arab, Negro or Circassian, his normal
standing-ground is the camp, his truest name a soldier,
and the whole honour of his heart and being is in each.
tfMy  foot  is  on  my native  heath, and my name  is
MacGregor/ is but a feeble counterpart of the ' Allaho-
Akbar/ * God and victory/ of the Mahometan onslaught.
Meanwhile, earnestness gives stability, and in time of
peace no men can be more orderly, more amenable, not
to military discipline only, but to the customary re-
straints of law and society, than Turkish soldiers.    The
fact, from its very generality, passes without comment.
Thus it is only a few weeks since that we have seen